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“A moving illumination of a time in 
our history that should never be forgotten.”

— Lon D. Oakley, Jr., LTC(S) US Army Retired, A Co 2/22nd Infantry, 1969. 
President 22nd Infantry Regiment Society

A secret is revealed long after the battlefi eld death of a beloved 
and courageous army offi  cer. His young widow, in an act 
of love, is inspired to climb to the treacherous north face 

of the Eiger in the Swiss Alps to fi nd solace. She discovers years later 
that those who survived the war—his comrades devoted to keeping 
his memory alive—would bring the ultimate healing into her life. A 
compelling true story with a surprising revelation for those who seek 
to understand the sources of resilience and emotional transformation 
following heartbreaking loss, demonstrating the tenacious will of the 
human spirit to heal.

“� is powerful book charts the journey of a remarkable 
couple, torn apart by war and brought back together 
by time and devotion. It is a brave and beautifully 

observant account of love, loss and the ability to heal.”
— Dick Nash, Vietnam Veteran and former Platoon Leader, A Co 2/22nd Infantry, 1969

Ruth W. Crocker’s essays and other nonfi ction writing 
have been recognized in Best American Essays and nomi-
nated for a Pushcart Prize. She is the author of several 
magazine and journal articles that have been featured 
in � e Gettysburg Review, Grace Magazine, O-Dark-
� irty, T.A.P.S. Magazine, and � e Saturday Evening 
Post. She lives in Mystic, Connecticut.

www.ruthwcrocker.com
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A secret is revealed long after the battlefield 
death of a beloved and courageous army 
officer. His young widow, in an act of love, 

is inspired to climb to the treacherous north face 
of the Eiger in the Swiss Alps to find solace. She 
discovers years later that those who survived the 
war - his comrades devoted to keeping his memory 
alive - would bring the ultimate healing into her life. 
A compelling true story with a surprising revelation 
for those who seek to understand the sources of 
resilience and emotional transformation following 
heartbreaking loss, demonstrating the tenacious will 
of the human spirit to heal.

“A moving illumination of a time in history that 
should never be forgotten.”
- Lon D. Oakley, Jr., LTC(S) US Army Retired, A Co 2/22nd 
Infantry, 1969. President 22nd Infantry Regiment Society.
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